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The Preservation and Revitalization Project for Sustainability: The case of

Lavua (Lawa) Ban Papae, Mae Sariang district, Mae Hong Son province
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ABSTRACT

An important question always askedwith regard to the concept of preservation and revitalization of
language and culture is: How is it sustainable? This article offers an answerto the issue of preservation and
revitalization of language and culture for sustainability,namely, the parallel working process between the
outsiders ((academic) and insiders (community). Outsiders encourage community awarenessby raising and

engaging in the development of knowledge bases grounded in the psychology theory of creating positive
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incentives to encourage people in the community to feel pride and esteem in their languages and cultures.
The methods of community based research (CBR) and participatory action research (PAR) were used for this
study and communities learned to make decisions and find waysto preserve andrevitalize their languages and
cultures by themselves. Meanwhile, outsiders,insiders and stakeholders worked together to integrate the
various kinds of knowledge so as to lead to sustainability. It can be concluded that Outsider + Insider =
Sustainability.

This article aims to present “The Preservation and Revitalization of Language and Culture:A case of Lavua
(Lawa) Ban Papae, Mae Sariang district. Mae Hong Son province. This group has been working on this
foroverfiveyears. Theresultofthelanguagepreservationandrevitalizationhasbeensuccessful partlyduetothe

numerous interesting activities mentioned in this article.
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